REVOLUTION AGAIN AVERTED,  1926
Home Secretary, then out of office, ventured to declare the
General Strike illegal, on the ground that it was not covered
by the Act of 1906 which rendered trade union funds immune
from claims for damage caused by industrial disputes. Although
Simon's declaration was immediately contested by some legal
authorities, it startled and worried many trade union leaders.
The unions had, at the start, been by no means united in
agreement on their general policy, and MacDonald and Thomas
had both declared themselves against the principle of a general
strike. A rift was growing between the Miners' Union and the
T.U.C. The miners had authorized the T.U.G. to act on their
behalf only so long as it refused to consider wage reductions;
but the T.U.C. was, in fact, already negotiating with the
Government's unofficial representative. Sir Herbert Samuel,
about wage reductions. When A. J. Cook, for the miners, de-
manded guarantees that the Government would carry out any
agreement reached by Sir Herbert and the T.U.G., J. H,
Thomas was reported as saying: 'You may not trust my word,
but will you not accept the word of a British gentleman who
has been Governor of Palestine?'
The Government was dealing successfully enough with the
disorganization caused by the strike, the Labour leudcrs were
wavering, the Samuel proposals seemed promising; the T.U.C.
therefore called off the strike on May I3th. Nevertheless the
dockers, printers, and transport workers remained out, in dis-
gust, for five more days, and the miners for another six months.
The Daily Mail headlined the end of the strike: 'Surrender of the
Revolutionaries', CA Triumph for the People', and declared
more boldly than plausibly that Zinovicv had planned the strike
in 1918 and that five hundred* Soviet agents had fomented it.
'Dissolve the T.U.C.3 eClear out the Soviets', the Daily Mail
urged.
It was a great relief to get back to normal life, without blood-
shed or starvation; but people in'general wore a rather sheepish
look, wondering what it had really all been about, for bus and
traiti conductors on their return were as polite and unwarlike
as ever and even Daily Mail reporters had discovered no secret
revolutionary arsenals.
The miners came off the worst. That summer many of them
were reduced to a diet of home-grown lettuce and stolen mutton
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